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The Numismatic Society of Ireland (Northern Branch) welcomes everyone to Belfast for this 
year’s BANS Congress. This is the second occasion the Society has been privileged to host 
the Congress. We have organised a varied and, we feel, interesting programme of lectures and 
social activities.

Our base is the prestigious Europa Hotel in the heart of Belfast with a tour of Belfast and visits 
to the City Hall, the Titanic Centre, and the Linen Hall Library.

Those who were here in 2002 will know that we place much emphasis on the social side of the 
weekend.

The Northern Branch of the NSI was founded in December 1963 and in 2013 and 2014 it 
celebrated its 50th anniversary with events at Christ Church Library at Royal Belfast Academical 
Institution (Inst) and the Europa, coupled with several field trips. You can read about the trips 
in the report in your Congress bag.

I wish you all a weekend which will both inform and entertain. Have fun and enjoy.

Alan Dunlop
Chairman

Chairman’s Welcome



BANS Congress - Belfast 2015
Programme

Friday 10th April

12:00  Registration opens – The Europa Hotel

15:00  Tour of Belfast City Hall

18:00  Reception, Congress Supper and Opening Talk at the Linen Hall Library, Belfast. 
Robert Heslip – Understanding the Unique Issue of Tokens in Eighteenth Century Ulster

Saturday 11th April 

09:00–09:40 Jonathan Morris – Wild Men and Running Horses: Our German Heritage

09:40–10:20 Jonathan Callaway – The History of the Paper Money of Northern Ireland
  Sponsored by Danske Bank

10:20–10:45 Coffee

10:45–11:25 The Linecar Lecture
Andrew Woods – Money in pre-Norman Ireland : Rethinking the Hiberno-Scandinavian 
Coinage

11:25–12:15 Donal Bateson – The Greek Coinage of Sicily

12:15–12:45 BANS AGM

13:00–14:00 Lunch

14:30  Tour of Belfast including the Titanic Quarter and SS Nomadic
  Sponsored by Doxbond Document Storage

20:00  Congress Dinner
Wine sponsored by Mark Rasmussen
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Sunday 12th April

09:00–09:40 James Morton – The Waterloo Medals

09:40–10:20 Joe Bispham – Durham House, London, 1548–49: A Private Mint?

10:20–10:45 Coffee

10:45–11:25 Nicholas Wright – The UCD Classical Coinage collection

11:25–12:05 Chris Comber – The Harp Coinages of Henry VIII

12:05  Closing remarks

13:00  Lunch and farewells

 3



 4



 5

Jonathan Morris
jonathanx_morris@hotmail.com

Jonathan started collecting at the age of ten, when his mother gave 
him a Jubilee shilling received in change. Growing up in those 
halcyon days when collecting English coinage was easy from pocket 
change, and friendly family dealers such as Seaby would help and 
encourage young collectors, his interest continued to grow. About 
forty years ago, a chance purchase of three Edward I pennies for 
£1 in a local furniture sale set him on the path which has largely 
occupied him ever since and for which specialism he is probably 
best known. 

However, as well as collecting and researching the issues of the 
Indian Princely States as a side-line, albeit a considerable one, 

Jonathan’s interest was more recently caught by what is still a largely unknown facet of the British coinage 
of the Georges, the issues of the Anglo-Hanoverian possessions. These coins are really the definitive coins of 
the Georges, who gained Great Britain as an addition to their German empire, a theme upon which Jonathan 
hopes to elaborate this BANS weekend.

Speaker Profiles & Abstracts

Jonathan Callaway
callahiljo1@btinternet.com

Jonathan has recently retired after a long career in commercial and 
investment banking. He has been a collector and researcher of the 
paper money issues of the British Isles for many years and has been 
a member of the International Bank Note Society for over 30 years 
and a director for nearly 10 years. He contributes articles regularly 
to their Journal as well as to many other journals and periodicals. He 
is a co-author of Paper Money of Ireland, the first comprehensive 
guide to Irish banknotes from the 1700s to the present day and is 
now working on a similar catalogue of Scottish paper money.

The History of the Paper Money in Northern Ireland
A review of the paper money issues of Ulster from the late 18th 
century to the present day, the presentation will discuss the notes 
themselves as well as those that issued them, from the early tradesmen 
and private bankers to the commercial banks that followed them.
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Dr Andrew Woods
Andrew.Woods@ymt.org.uk

Andrew Woods is Curator of Numismatics for York Museums Trust 
(YMT). He curates one of the largest numismatic collections in 
northern England, numbering over 40,000 objects and encompassing 
very strong archaeological holdings, excellent tokens and a strong 
military medal collection. As a part of YMT’s status as a Major Partner 
Museum of the Arts Council, Andrew works with Museums across 
Yorkshire, helping to identify and interpret numismatic collections.

Andrew completed his doctorate in archaeology from Cambridge in 
2013. This work considered the relationship between kings and their 
coins in Early Medieval Ireland through an analysis of coinage. He 

sits on the council of the British Numismatic Society, the editorial board of the Sylloge of Coins of the British 
Isles and the advisory committee for Studies in Early Medieval Coinage.

Money in Pre-Norman Ireland: Re-thinking the Hiberno-Scandinavian coinage
This talk will consider the Hiberno-Scandinavian (often known as the Hiberno-Norse) coinage of Early 
Medieval Ireland. Utilising newly-acquired evidence from hoards, excavations and the study of the dies the 
issue of coin-use will be discussed. The analysis will focus upon when, where, for what and why coinage was 
used in Early Medieval Ireland. Ultimately, it will be argued that while coinage would have been very unusual 
across much of Ireland, in certain areas it was common and that in this contrast we can learn a lot about the 
motivating factors behind the use of money in Pre-Norman Ireland.

Dr Donal Bateson
john.bateson@glasgow.ac.uk

Donal Bateson is the Senior Curator in the Hunterian Museum and 
Reader in Numismatics at the University of Glasgow. After studying 
archaeology at Queens, he became Numismatics’ Officer at the 
Ulster Museum before moving to Glasgow to take responsibility for 
the internationally renowned Hunter Coin Cabinet. He has published 
extensively on classical and mediæval coins and coin finds, and 
organised the XIV International Numismatic Congress 2009, and the 
FIDEM XXXII Medals Congress 2012. Dr Bateson is a Fellow of the 
Royal Numismatic Society and a Vice-President of the International 
Numismatic Council.
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James Morton
james@mortonandeden.com

James joined Sotheby’s Coin & Medal Department as a junior 
cataloguer of British and world coins in 1978, becoming an auctioneer 
two years later. His areas of interest now also include Orders and 
decorations, commemorative, campaign and gallantry medals, and 
paper money.

In 2000/2001 Sotheby’s took the decision to close its numismatic 
department so, together with long-term colleague Tom Eden, James 

Joseph Bispham
bispham_@tiscali.co.uk

Joe Bispham is a Vice President of BANS and a past President of 
BANS.  He was Lecture Course/ BANS Annual Weekend organiser/
Secretary 1987-2009. He is a member of The British Numismatic 
Society and a Fellow of The Royal Numismatic Society and has served 
on the council of both societies. He was awarded the J.J. North Medal 
for services to Numismatics from the British Numismatic Society 
in 2008 and is currently Secretary/Trustee to The UK Numismatic 
Trust.

Joe is an amateur numismatist and his main interests are the period 1135-1154, Stephen and the Anarchy, and 
the first three Tudor Kings. Both of these periods in history produced, at times, some of the most artistic and, 
at times, some of the most ill-struck poor quality coinages.

Durham House, London, 1548-1549: a private mint?
The talk will illustrate the buildings history, the coins produced, and who may have been behind the opening 
of another mint in London when silver was in short supply.

formed Morton & Eden. “M & E” have since held regular auctions in London and despite the company’s small 
size they have wide-ranging in-house expertise as well as holding several significant auction records. James 
lives in London and is married with three sons.

As the Bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo approaches, James Morton will be reviewing the medallic legacy 
of the celebrated action which saw the final defeat of Napoleon.
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Dr Nicholas L. Wright
nicholas.l.wright@gmail.com

Nic Wright is an archaeologist and numismatist based in Northern 
Ireland. He holds a BA (Hons) in archaeology from the University of 
Sydney and a PhD from Macquarie University where he was a Junior 
Fellow at the Australian Centre for Ancient Numismatic Studies. He 
is a Fellow of the Royal Numismatic Society and a member of the 
Numismatic Society of Ireland. 

Roman Coins in the UCD Classical Museum
The University College Dublin Classical Museum includes several 
thousand coins from the ancient Mediterranean among its holdings. 
Building upon several cataloguing projects that took place over the 
course of the twentieth century, recent work in the museum has 
focused on the conservation and cataloguing of its collection of 
Roman coinage. 

The intention of the current UCD programme is to create an accessible online catalogue in a Linked Open 
Data format to allow the maximum number of people to access this little known resource. The first stage of 
the programme began in 2013 with an investigation of the museum’s Roman Republican collection. This stage 
was completed earlier this year when the digital catalogue of the museum’s Roman Republican collection went 
live and was simultaneously incorporated into the Coinage of the Roman Republic Online digital platform led 
by the ANS and British Museum.

Chris Comber
chcomber@hotmail.com

Chris bought his first hammered coin in August 1957 and for the 
last 57 years he has specialised in every aspect of the coinages 
of Elizabeth I. In 1958 he “discovered” Seaby’s and Bert Seaby 
immediately nurtured his collecting interests. At about that time he 
purchased his first Henry VIII Irish harp groat. He has only ever 
described himself as an amateur numismatist as he is still employed 
as a consultant marine claims adjuster.

The Harp Coinages of Henry VIII
Chris’ talk at this Congress will deal with the chronology of the 
coinages of Henry VIII as well as the reason for their often over 
hurried production. The illustrated talk will be further enhanced by 
the delegates’ ability to handle the actual specimens.
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Delegates
Aniko Akos
Martin Allen, Royal N S, British N S, 
        Cambridgeshire N S
Jean Archer
Marion Archibald, Royal N S, British N S
Dr Donal Bateson, Royal N S (Fellow)
Dr Joe Bispham, Royal N S (Fellow), British N S
Alan Blake, Bexley N S, Worthing N S
Hilary Callaway,
Jonathan Callaway,
Dr Christine Challis
Dr Christopher Challis, British N S
Dr Kevin Clancy, British N S
David Collins, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Chris Comber, British N S, Bexley N S, Worthing 
        N S, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Rita Comber
Alan Cox, South Wales and Monmouthshire N S
Noel Cox, South Wales and Monmouthshire N S
Alan Dunlop, British N S, Numismatic Society of 
        Ireland
Pat Dunlop
Ronan Fitzpatrick, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Colm Gallagher, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Anthony Gilbert, British N S, Bexley N S, London 
        Numismatic Club
Dr David Goodall, Yorkshire N S
Gaynor Greenwood
David Guest, British N S, (Classical Numismatic 
        Group)
Victor Hamilton, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Robert Hatch, British N S, London Numismatic 
        Club
Robert Heslip
David Holt, British N S, Cheshire N S, Lancashire 
        N S, South Manchester N S
Barbara Holt
Roger Hudson, Essex N S
Brian Johnston 
Aidan Keady, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Michael Kenny, British N S , Numismatic Society of 
        Ireland

Alan Keogh, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Derek Kerins, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Jon Mann, British N S, Spink and Son
Dr Denis Martin, British N S, South Manchester N S
Janet Martin
Ian McBurney, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Neil McCormick, British N S, Numismatic Society 
        of Ireland
Margaret McCormick
Jonathan Morris
James Morton, Morton and Eden
Lucy Morton
Bill Myers, British N S
David Palmer, British N S, Ipswich N S, C N S
Joan Palmer, Ipswich N S, C N S
David Powell, Royal N S, British N S, London 
        Numismatic Club
Jean Powell
Peter Preston-Morley, British N S, Wessex N S
Dawn Preston-Morley
Desi Rainey, Numismatic Society of Ireland
John Rainey, British N S , American N S, London 
        N S, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Sally Ann Rainey
Mark Rasmussen
Penny Rasmussen
Gary Robinson, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Randal Scott, Numismatic Society of Ireland
Elaine Skellern
Stephen Skellern, Royal N S, British N S, Yorkshire 
        N S
Derek Stewart
Sue Stewart, British N S, Southampton N S, Romsey 
N S, Wessex N S
Dr Bob Stoddart
Phyllis Stoddart, Lancashire and Cheshire N S
Bob Thomas, British N S, Essex N S, Ipswich N S
David Walker, British N S, Derbyshire N S
Dr Andrew Woods, Yorkshire Museum Trust
Professor David Woods, University College Cork
Dr Nicholas Wright, Royal N S (Fellow), 
        Numismatic Society of Ireland
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Harrington Manville, or Harry as many knew him, was 
a highly significant contributor to the knowledge base of 
British numismatics for almost 50 years, despite being based 
for much of that time in Washington DC, and latterly Seattle 
to be closer to his son and family. Early retirement from the 
American foreign service in 1980 meant he could devote his 
considerable efforts toward his magisterial  Encyclopaedia 
of British Numismatics, which had begun as a germ of an 
idea in the mid-1960s and was published in six volumes 
between 1986 and 2014. Apart from that, he authored the 
British Numismatic Society’s SP3, Tokens of the Industrial 
Revolution: foreign silver coins countermarked for use in 
Great Britain c. 1787-1828, published in 2001. 

Harry was a prolific contributor to many of the well-known 
numismatic journals. He attended numerous International 
Numismatic Congresses over very many years, and 
innumerable BANS and Token Congresses, the most recent 
of which was that held in Greenwich in 2013. It was the 
final time he was able to visit the UK, with Joelle his wife 
and great support. He struggled valiantly to make that last 
journey when ill-health was starting to prevent him from 
taking such arduous trips abroad.  

Born in New York
6 September 1929

Died in Seattle
17 February 2015

All of his works serve admirably as a memorial to an indefatigable researcher and numismatist. 
Harry will be sorely missed by all of his friends and all those involved in the subject he loved 
so much.  Harry Manville had a very special relationship with the Numismatic Society of 
Ireland Northern Branch.  He was a close friend of Michael Dolley and a frequent visitor to 
the province attending and lecturing at our meetings particularly during the troubled period of 
our history during the 1960s and 70s.

Harry was of course the author of the History of the British Association of Numismatic 
Societies.

Harry Emerson Manville
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A History of the 
Numismatic Society of Ireland 
(Northern Branch)

The inaugural meeting of The Numismatic Society of 
Ireland took place on 3 March 1961 in Dublin, when it 
was decided to form a Society having for its objects the 
study of numismatics in Ireland. The first office bearers 
were: Chairman, the late Dr A E J Went; Hon. Treasurer, 
the late Miss Alice Neary; and Hon. Secretary, the late 
Mr S N Lane. Its early meetings were held at Newman 
House, St Stephen’s Green, Dublin. It currently meets in 
Ely House, 8 Ely Place, Dublin, 2.

Shortly after the first meeting, it was mooted that a 
“Northern Branch” of the Society be established in 
Belfast.

The inaugural meeting of the Northern Branch took 
place in the Ulster Museum, Belfast, on 6 December 
1963. Joint Presidents were the late Wilfred (Bill) Seaby, 
Director of the Ulster Museum; and the late Professor 
Dolley, Chair of Numismatics, the Queen’s University 
of Belfast.  John Rainey is the last surviving founder 
member, having joined the Society in 1963 as a junior 
member.  Alan Dunlop, our current Chairman, joined in 
September 1964. 

The Society’s first meetings were in the Ulster Museum 
under the auspices of Bill Seaby, who ‘let us in’. With 
the onset of the Troubles, this casual approach had to 
cease and the Museum insisted on security guards for 
each meeting. They were only paid up to 9:00pm, and 
were keen to usher us out. Our meetings were necessarily 
curtailed, although sometimes we adjourned to Prof. 
Dolley’s rooms at Queen’s to continue the discussion 
over coffee. Sometimes meetings ended abruptly because 
of the occasional bomb scare. This could not last, and, 
to have a venue nearer the city centre, we moved to 
Maysfield Leisure Centre beside Belfast Central Station, 
where we stayed for some years until it closed down. 
We then moved to our present ‘home’ at Shaws Bridge 
Sports Association.

The interests of the Society members are many and 
varied – coins, tokens, jetons, medals (bravery and 
commemorative), banknotes, cheques, etc. – Classical, 
Medieval and Modern : Ireland, Isle of Man, UK and 
further afield – and we are seldom short of speakers for 
our meetings.

NSI (NB) in the Ulster Tatler, November 1969. The late 
Gordon Rowe, pictured here, was the first Hon. Treasurer 
and Secretary of the Society.  Note that Alan Dunlop was 
also serving as Chairman in 1969
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The Northern Branch is a member of the British Association of Numismatic Societies (BANS), and our 
members attend the BANS Congresses (around Easter) and Autumn Weekends (early September).

The Society on Tour

From the very early days of the Society there has been the occasional urge for members to go on the road 
and see what numismatic gems lay outside their stuffy meeting rooms. Since the very beginning members 
have been involved in visits to places of numismatic interest or visiting collections at various destinations 
throughout Ireland and Great Britain.

The first trip that was reported was on 12th September 1964 when eight members from Belfast joined eight 
members from Dublin on a visit to Clongowes Wood College where they were able to see a collection belonging 
to the College which included a cabinet of Roman and Greek coins as well as a fine series of Irish and English 
coins which was particularly strong in Irish 14th century issues.

During the late 1960s there were visits to Carrickfergus Castle and further afield to The National Museum in 
Dublin. On one such trip a detour was made to Newgrange where visits were a little more rough and ready 
than they are today.

The first ‘overseas’ trip was in 1989 to the newly opened Royal Mint at Llantrisant in Wales. Five members of 
the Society and a couple of guests arrived in Liverpool and set off in a hired coach for Llantrisant. There they 
were welcomed by Graham Dyer who took them for a tour of the mint. They were shown the processes from 
cradle to grave – die production from plaster models using a reducing machine, metal smelting and rolling, 
production and annealing of the blanks, the presses, the bagging of the finished coins, etc. It was probably 
the first and only time the members will see over £2 million in bagged pound coins in one place. They were 
shown the reduced size five penny pieces which had not yet been released for circulation, and proof coins 
being struck for Gibraltar. They then had a tour of the medal department and finished with a tour of the Royal 
Mint museum where they were shown (and handled) many rarities, including a 1933 1d.

The next mention of a trip by the Society was a report in the 1st and only edition of Irish Numismatic Bulletin 
published in December 1994. This time the destination was Scotland, the main purpose to visit The Hunterian 
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Collection in Glasgow where a former member Donal Bateson was curator. The members were treated to a 
feast of numismatic delights which included a series of gold aurei of the Twelve Caesars, pennies from the 
period of Stephen and the Anarchy, and a Petition Crown. A look around the rest of the museum and a visit to 
the nearby Macintosh House concluded the visit to Glasgow.

The following day was spent at Stirling Castle and on the way back to the ferry a brief visit to The Burrell 
Collection was made. All those who were on the trip had a most enjoyable time.

The next trip to be organised was in 1996 to the Isle of Man where they were generously hosted by Frank 
Cowin. During the tour of the island stops were made at the Douglas Museum, Castle Rushen, Peel Castle and 
Kirk Michael. The numismatic highlight was the Kirk Michael hoard of Viking silver which contained coins 
from France, Ireland and England confirming the importance of the island to the Vikings as a trading centre. 
The historical highlight was the visit to Castle Rushen in Castletown. All in all, this trip seems to have been a 
most successful and enjoyable one.

Since the late 1990s it has been an almost annual ritual for some members to travel to the BANS conferences 
around Easter each year. These are held at different locations throughout Great Britain and Ireland and include 
lecture programmes on the widest possible range of numismatic topics as well as providing the opportunity 
to meet and chat with like-minded enthusiasts. The venues included Glasgow, Chester, Manchester, Bury St. 
Edmunds, Worthing, Bournemouth, Cwmbran, Dublin, Scarborough, Southport, Greenwich and, of course, 
Belfast in 2002.

As part of our 50th anniversary celebrations we went on three field trips; the first to Carrickfergus and 
Downpatrick; the second to Trim, Drogheda and Carlingford; and the third to Kilkenny, Waterford and 
Wexford. The Society hopes to pursue its Field Trips’ Programme to the remaining medieval Irish mint towns 
later this year. Your delegate pack contains a detailed report on the anniversary trips.

The Society would like to thank all the advertisers in this brochure for their support. It would also thank the 
following organisations.

Without all their generous contributions, both monetary and in kind, this Congress would not have taken 
place.

The Royal Numismatic Society

The British Numismatic Society

The Numismatic society of Ireland




